








Nurit Zarchi

Nurit Zarchi’s Fantastic Book

Tel Aviv, Yedioth Ahronoth/Hemed Books, 2008. 104 pp.
AGES 6 UP

he ten stories included in this collection introduce the unique
world of one of Israel’s most acclaimed and productive
children’s authors. Zarchi’s stories provoke the imagination and
expand the boundaries of one’s world. Written with the sensitivity
and courage of a poet as well as with a great deal of humor, they
discuss feelings and situations that most children’s stories do not
dare to approach. But first and foremost, they are simply a pleasure
to read quietly or out loud and will appeal to adults as well as
children.
Mlustrated by Rutu Modan who has received international acco-
lades for her illustrations, this is a gem of a book.

Nurit Zarchi was born in Jerusalem in 1941
and grew up at Kibbutz Geva. She studied at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Zarchi has
worked as a journalist and held creative writing
workshops for children and adults.

Zarchi has published novels, short stories,
several books of poetry, a collection of essays and
over 100 books for children. She has received
every major Israeli award for children and youth
literature, including the Bialik Prize (1999),
the Ze’ev Prize (five times), four IBBY Honor
Citations, the Education Minister’s Prize for
Lifetime Achievement (2005) and the Amichai
Prize (2006). Her books have been published
abroad in 10 languages.
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Tamar Verta-Zehavi was born in 1959 in
Jerusalem, where she now lives with her
family. She studied education, psychology
and psychoanalysis at the University of
Paris VII where she received a Ph.D for
her study of socio-political images in
children. Verta-Zehavi has worked for
many years in Education-for-Tolerance
between Jews and Arabs. Together with
Abdesalam Yunes, she has published

two bilingual children’s books, and has
won—together with him—the Jerusalem
Foundation Award for encouraging
tolerance in the city. Her y/a novel,
Aftershock, has recently been published in
German.
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Tamar Verta-Zehavi

Juggling in Jerusalem

Tel Aviv, Am Oved, 2008. 234 pp.
AGES 12-14

btisam and Neta, a Palestinian and an Israeli girl, are the stars of the

Peace Circus, based in Jerusalem, in which youngsters from both
peoples juggle together for audiences from across the world. Before leaving
on a circus tour of Italy, Neta visits Ibtisam at her home in Beit Safafa, an
Arab village. There she meets her older brother Shafik and a moving love
story unfolds. The two meet in secret by the Old City walls of Jerusalem
and walk the alleys of the shuk, searching for a place to call their own, but
to no avail. As time passes, their love has to struggle against the troubled
reality they live in: one day, Shafik is pulled off a bus and searched by an
Israeli security guard. Traumatized by the experience, he avoids Neta and
although she tries to heal the rift between them, reality proves too strong.
Sadly, the two young lovers go their separate ways. And the reader is left
with a sense of loss as well as, maybe, the awareness that this frustrating

reality needs to be changed.
Mlustrations: Ruth Gvili
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Galia Oz was born in 1964 at Kibbutz
Hulda. She holds a BA in cinema and
TV studies from Tel Aviv University. Oz
works as a film director and scriptwriter,

and has made documentaries for various
TV channels. She has also written literary
reviews for the Hebrew press and held
scriptwriting workshops. Oz has published
five books for children.
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(zalia Oz

Shakshuka Strikes Again

Jerusalem, Keter, 2008. 89 pp.
AGES 6-9

bakshuka Strikes Again, the second in the series, tells of another mystery

that Julie and her faithful dog Shakshuka must solve. Julie gets into
trouble when mysterious gifts suddenly appear on her cousin’s table at
school while she is preparing for an important race. The thing is that these
gifts start appearing just after the new principal says it is forbidden to
bring any candy, balloons or other fun things to school.

While trying to solve the mystery, Julie (and Shakshuka, of course,)
have some important insights about competitiveness and true friendship.
Julie realizes that “when you look at two people running, you always want
one of them to win,” but she finds out this can get rather tricky when you
care about more than one of the runners. In a serious yet amusing tone,
Julie tells us about the hectic, demanding world of children.

The heroes deal with school and their friends in an honest, moving way
and discover that mystery can make life quite complicated but also very
interesting.

Tllustrations: Tamar Nahir-Yanai
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Tsruya Lahav was born at Kibbutz Ayelet
Hashachar in 1951 and has been involved in
various forms of creative art all her life: painting,
violin-playing, singing, acting and writing. She
has played classical music with the Israel Kibbutz
Orchestra, performed with Bruce Springsteen
and the E Street Band as well as with Israeli
singer Shlomo Bar. She has also written songs

for top Israeli vocalists, some of which have
become classics. Lahav’s acting career includes
performances in Israeli theaters and on TV, writing
screenplays and translating for the theater. She
now teaches creative writing in Jerusalem. Her
first book, André’s Wooden Clogs, was awarded the
Yad Vashem Prize and the Ministry of Culture
Prize (2002). Her second book, The Swamp Queen
Does the Tingo, received the ACUM Prize (2006).
André’s Wooden Clogs has been published in Dutch
and Italian.
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‘Isruya Lahav

It Wasn’t Easy

Tel Aviv, Am Oved, 2008. 32 pp.
AGES 3-5

ike every child, Moshe finds himself having to deal with

fears and difficulties. These are not unique—all children
experience them when they’re learning how to cope with the
world around them.

Mom sends little Moshe to buy some parsley at the
greengrocers. He goes by himself and at first he isn’t scared
at all, but then he suddenly gets lost. Although he’s all alone,
Moshe gathers up the courage to walk up to people he meets
along the way (they’re very nice!) and even asks a street
performer to play his accordion for him. When he finds his
Mom, Moshe tells her proudly how he managed to find his
way home and his mother gives him a big hug.

"This delightful book describes a child’s first steps toward
independence in poetic language and helps restore trust in

people you meet along the way.
lustrations: Tirza Wald
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Ephraim Sidon was born in Tel Aviv in 1946, and was a member
of Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak for a number of years. He majored in
history and theater at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Since
1972, Sidon has written weekly satirical columns in various major
newspapers. He writes for the theater, and has written for a wide
variety of TV programs, including drama, entertainment and
satire. Sidon has published 25 books for children, a number of
which have been adapted for the stage. He was awarded the Bialik
Prize in 2004. Individual works by Sidon have been published in
Spanish, English and Arabic.

Ephraim Sidon

Holey

Jerusalem, Keter, 2008. 32 pp.
AGES 3-5

Holey, a bold young hole, decides to leave the
shower because all his friends are dense and
he’d like to be unique. So, although he has many hole-
friends, he decides to head out into the big wide world
to find somewhere more interesting to live.

But naughty Holey finds that people are not all that
thrilled to find a hole in their car tire, their buckets or
their pants. So on and on he rolls, until finally he ends
up where he fits in and he lives happily ever after.

Ephraim Sidon and Dani Kerman have created an
amusing book with a real hole in the middle, crammed
with puns and inspired by wild imagination that takes
a very real hole on an extraordinary adventure.

[lustrations: Dani Kerman
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Nomi Levitsky was born in Jerusalem. A writer and
well-known journalist, Levitsky has published many
articles on political and social issues in the Hebrew
press, especially in Yedioth Ahronoth, Israel’s largest
mass circulation daily. Following an article she wrote
on South Africa’s apartheid regime, Levitsky was
declared persona non grata and forbidden entrance to
South Africa for many years. Levitsky has published
a book on Israel’s Supreme Court, and a biography of
Aharon Barak, its Chief Justice. Saving Shimba is her
first children’s book.

NEW BoOKs FROM ISRAEL e 2009

Nomi Levitsky

Saving Shimba

Kinneret, Zmora-Bitan, Dvir, 2008. 45 pp.
AGES 4-8

himba, a little elephant, comes to a kindergarten

for orphaned elephants in Africa after his mother
is killed by poachers and his herd disappears. Dafna
and her father find him wandering alone in the forest
and take him to the orphanage they run. They show
him his cozy new home and introduce him to the
other elephants: Lanana the leader, Chiyolo her
second-in-command, naughty Lamputa, and wise
Lisenjie. But it’s hard for Shimba to manage without
his mother and to get used to his new life. Dafna
stays with him during his period of adjustment and
finally understands that the only help Shimba really
needs is love, and lots of it.

A heartwarming book based on the true story
of little Shimba—whom the author adopted on the
Internet—and a charity organization that started an
elephant orphanage in Nairobi.

Tllustrations: Dani Kerman

©ITHL ¢ ALL CONTRACTS AND NEGOTIATIONS THROUGH THE INSTITUTE 8



gy iy
==y H ]
T : A
[——

| | |
100
FniNzaR YIa! T RSt

:tim‘z A 7y

R SUALAERE

Yona Tepper was born at Kibbutz Dafna
in 1941 and studied education and creative
drama. She taught school for many years
and later became principal. She is currently
editor for children and youth at Hakibbutz
Hameuchad Publishing House. Tepper

has published 35 books for children. She
has been awarded the Prime Minister’s
Prize (2001), the Ze’ev Prize twice (1995,
2005) and an IBBY Honor Citation (2007).
Individual works by Tepper have been
published in German, Korean and Arabic;
forthcoming in English, Hindi, Punjabi
and Urdu.

NEW BoOKs FROM ISRAEL e 2009

Yona "Tepper

Who Is Passing By?

"Tel Aviv, Hakibbutz Hameuchad, 2004. 32 pp.
AGES: 3-5

urious, alertlittle Yael peeps out from her balcony and sees everything

happening in the street from above. She is exposed both to urban
nature around her—a puppy, cat and bird—and to the human landscape
outside: a red car, a grandpa on a bicycle and a big tractor. She notices
with great joy how each object, animal or person comes into view for a
while and then disappears. At the end, Yael discovers her father among the
people in the street below and joins him for a walk around town.

In Yona Tepper’s book, there’s one surprise after another: Yael is
surprised at each passerby and tries to guess where they’re coming from
and where they’re going. Grown ups will also enjoy the fine details that
shape local town life in the illustrations. The book affectionately evokes

the naivety of childhood, its tenderness and comfort.
lustrations: Gil-Ly Alon Curiel
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Ruth Zarfati was born in Petah Tikva in 1928.

She studied drawing and sculpture both in artists’
studios and at the Beit Berl College of Art. A well-
known children’s illustrator, Zarfati has illustrated
over 60 children’s books. She has also held many
solo exhibitions, among others at the Israel Museum,
Jerusalem, and the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, and has
represented Israel at the Venice Biennale. A number
of illustrations for Krabit Travels to the Big City were
exhibited at the Tel Aviv Museum in 2005. Zarfati is
the recipient of a number of important prizes, among
them the Ben-Yitzhak Prize and an Anderson Honor
Citation.
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Ruth Zarfati

author and illustrator

Krabit Travels to the Big
City

Tel Aviv, Sifriat Poalim, 2008. 32 pp.

AGES 3-6

rabit, a frog with a wonderful voice, is not content

with his fellow swamp dwellers’ admiration and
sets off to make himself a name in the big city. He
knows it’ll be a tiring and dangerous journey, but he
feels very confident and off he goes.

Krabit’s wide golden eyes explore the new world he
meets with amazement. He passes through a number of
places until, finally, he ends up in a beautiful swimming
pool. But as night falls, he feels sad—there is no one
around to sing with. So Krabit realizes that life in the
big city isn’t all he had hoped for and he goes back
home to his swamp. But he isn’t sad about not living
out his dream, because his experiences have taught him
that the swamp he was born in is the only place he can

truly be happy.
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Born in Jerusalem, Shifra Horn has a

BA in biblical studies, archeology and
communications. She has worked as
spokesperson for the government; and as a
journalist, lecturer and TV host. Horn now
manages her own public relations firm.
She has published four bestselling novels, a
collection of short stories, four non-fiction
books and two books for children. In 2002,
Horn was nominated Literary Woman of
the Year by the financial daily, Globes. She
has also been awarded the WIZO Prize
(1997), the Book Publishers Association’s
Gold and Platinum Book Prizes for her
four novels, the Prime Minister’s Prize
(2005), the ADAI-WIZO Prize (Italy,
2006), the Brenner Prize (2006), and

the French WIZO Prize (2008). Horn’s
novels have been published abroad in five
languages.
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Shifra Horn

Not-by-Day and Not-by-Night

Tel Aviv, Am Oved, 2009. 32 pp.
AGES 3-6

Differences can cause conflict, so it’s better to compromise. The twin
sons of a ruling Duke have very different sleeping habits: one sleeps
during the day, the other at night. When the old Duke retires, he asks
them not to divide the dukedom. So Not-by-Day rules at night and Not-
by-Night reigns by day. But they disturb each other’s sleep and start to
quarrel. Finally, they realize that they can’t live in the same palace, so
they decide to divide the dukedom into two. But the two cities can’t live
in peace either because there is noise all the time, day and night! Finally,
though, it all turns out fine. How? Did the brothers suddenly hug instead
of fighting a duel? Or did Prince Dawn fall in love with Princess Lilit from
his brother’s city, and reunite the two halves through marriage? We don’t
know. But peace returned to the dukedom, and everyone decides to be
considerate of others, both by day and by night.
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